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Oran io Gavps SWEARERS,ifwil. 
ling to be ſaved: Being an Offer or Meſſage from 
H 1», whom they ſo Daringly and 
Audaciouſly provoke. 

Alſo a Curb againſt Gurſings 


M EMB, 1. 


1. $. Meſſenger. | | 
I? ot to admoniſh our brother is to hate him; 2s the Holy Ghoſt 
' witneſſeth, Levit.t9.17. But ro ſcorn our brother (hould:, 
admoniſhus, is more to hate our ſelves, That little which 
Creſus learned of Solon, ſaved his life; And tad Pilate 
taken that fair warning,bis wife gave bim : it might have 
faved-bis foul 5 which once loſt, cannot be redeemed 
with ten thouſand worlds : no not with the enduring of ten thouſand thou= 
ſand years tormentsin Hef, When a Dog flies in bis maſters face that 
keeps him ; we conclude he is mad; are they then rationall men, thar(be- | 
ing never ſo little croſt ) will fly in their Makers face, and teare their Savi- 
ours name in peeces, with oaths and execrations ? which is worſe then 
Frenzie, Yea, this is to ſend challenges into Heaven, and make tbvero 
deſtrudtion | And cercainly it is Gods unſpeakable mercy g thar every ſuch 
oath 8& bla] Y,proves not a Benonithe death of the mother, Gen.35.18, 
$. 2, Fhink me not too bold, or ovet harſh : for 1 ſpeak to you bark 
for and from my Maker and Redeemer. Yea, be perſwaded to hearken 2 
while unto me, as you would haye God anorher diy, hearken unto os 
' Are you Chriſtians , as you eall your (elves? if you be, you have at leaſt 
heard what God and Chriſt hath done for us. How when we were in a ad 
condition ; when by fin we had forfeited our ſelves and all we had, and 
wiltully plunged our fouls and bodyes into ererndll tormenrs : When nei- 
ther beeven, earth, nor bef{ could have yeelded any fatisfaory thing be- 
ſides Chriffy that could have ſatisfied Gods jultice, and merited beaven for 
us ; then; O then ! * The eternall God would dye, viz. fo far as w38 pofli- 
ble or neceſſary, that we mjighr nor dye eternally, Fobn3,16. A mercy 
beſtowed, and a way found our, that may aſtoniſh all rhe ſons of '##n 'on 
earth, and Angels in beeven, And all this eyen agair& our wils, when we 
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were his'enemies, mortally hating him, and to our utmoſt fighting againſt 
him, and taking part with his only enemies (Sin and Satan) as now you 
doe, not having the leaſt thought, or deſire of reconcilement : but a per 
verſe and obſtinare will , to reſiſt all means tending thereunto, : 

3.S O my brethren ! bethink your ſelyes ; Ir is his maintenance we 
take, and live on, The air we breath, the earth we tread on, the fire that 
warms us, the wate7 that cools and cleanſerh us , the cloaths that cover 
us , the food that does nouriſh us, the delights that cheer us, the beaſts thar 
ſerve us, the Angels that attend us, even all are his, That we are not at 
this preſent in hell, there to fry in flames, neyer to be freed, That we 
have the free offer of grace here, and everlaſting g/o7y in heaven hereafter, 
we are only beholding to him, And ſhall we deny this Lord that hath 
bought us ? ſhall we moſt ſpightfully and maliciouſly fight on Satans fide 
againſt him with all our might, and that againſt knowledge and conſcience? 
I wiſh you would a little think of ir, 

4. $, For favours beſtowed, and deliverances from danger, bind to 
gratitude ; orelſe the more bonds of duty, the more plagues for negle&, 
The contribution of bleſſings, requires retribution of thanks; or 
will bring diſtribution of judgments. And certainly, if a friend had gj- 
yen us but a thouſand part of what God hath , we ſhould heartily love him 
all our lives, and think no thanks ſufficient. And in reaſon, Hath God done 
ſo much for us, and ſhall we denye bim any thing he requireth of us ? 
though it were our lives, yea our fouls 3 much more our ſins ; moſt of all 
this {ottiſh and damnable ſin, in which there is neither profit, nor pleaſure, 
nor credit, nor any thing elſe to provoke, or intice us unto it, as in orher 
ſins ; for all you can expeft by it is the ſuſpicion of common Lyers,' by be- 
ing common Swearers : Or that you ſhall yex others and they fhal hare you, 
Whereas if we could give Chriſt our Bodyes, and Souls, they ſhould be ſaved 
by it, but he were never the better for them, Yea ſwearing and curſing are 
ſins from which of all other fins we have the moſt power to abſtain, For 
were you forced to pay three ſhillings four pence for every oath and curſe 
zou utrer,as the Law enjoins : or if you were ſure to have your tongue cur 
our, which is too light a puniſhment for this fin , damnation being the 
due penalty thereof, as the Apoſtle ſets ir down Zames 5. 12, you both could 
and wozld leave ir, which alone makes it altogether inexcuſable, And this 
know, that the eaſter the thing commanded is, the greater guilt in the 
breach of it : and the /ighter the injunRion, the heavier the tran ſgreſſion, 
as Auſtin ſpeaks, and. Adams eating the forbidden fruir, ſufficiently proves, 
$a that it is evident you love this fin, meerly becauſe ir is a great ſing and 
blaſpheme out of meer malice to, and contempr of God, which is moſt fear- 
ſuil, and (asa man would think) ſhould make it unpardonable, I am ſure 
the Palmiſt hath a terrible word for all ſuch, if they would rake notice of 
it, Lee them be confounded that tranſereſſe without a cauſe, Plal.25. 3. 

And no maryell that this fearfull imprecation ſhould fall from the P-8- 
phet: mouth; for that man is bortomleſly ill, who loves vice meerly becauſe 


it is a vice, and becauſe God moſt ſtrily forbids it, He is a pre pron 
'gious, 
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Or inſti utHon to prevent deſtrudlion, 3 

digious, damnable wretch , who ( rather then not die) will anger God 
on ſer purpoſe, Wherefore looke toit, and think of ir, you curſing, and 
curſed Swearers 3 You ſwear away your ſalvation , curſe away your bleſſing. 
Howling and Curſing ſhall be your chief eaſein Hell, ro whom blaſphemy 
was an eſpeciall recreation on Earth, 

5- $. Argue with all the world, and they will conclude, there is no vice 
like ingratitade. And meer ingratirude rerurns nothing for good, but you 
return evill z yea, the greateſt and moſt malicious evill, for the greateſt 
and moſt admired love, It was horrible ingratitude for the Fewes to ſcom'ge 
and crucifie Chriſt, who did them good every way : for he bealed their diſ- 
eaſes, fed their bodies, inlightned their mindes, of God became Man 3 
and lived miſerably among them many years, that he might ſave their 
ſouls: (though in killing him, they did their urmoſt co finke the only ſhip 
that could ſave them) bur you are more ingratefull ro God and Chriſt then 
they were, or can be expreſt by che beſt Oratour alive, For which read 
more, in a Treatiſe intituled, Gods goodne ſe, and Englands unthankfuineſſe, 
from Chapter 4. to Chapter 7, 

6. $. O that you would but conſider, that the Lord Zehovah, who is £ 
God, great, and terrible, of moſt glorious xzajeſty, and infinite purity; hears 
and beholds you in all places,and in every thing you think,fpeak, or do:who 
isaj#ſt Judge,and will nor ler this curſed fin go unpuniſhed : then would 
you keep a narrower watch over your thoughts, then any otber can do over 
your a&ions 3 yea, you would alloon ſtab a dagger to your bearts, as let 
ſuch oaths and execrations drop from your mouths : whereas now you 
ſwear and curſe, as if he that made the ear could not hear, or as if he were 
neither to be feared nor cared for, who for fin calt the: Angels out of Heas 
ven, Adam out of Paradiſe, drowned the old world, rained down fireand 
brimſtone upon Sodome, commanded the earth to open her mouth, and 
ſwallow down quick Corab, and his companie 3 he who ſmote Egypt with 
ſo many plagues, overthrew Pharaoh and his k.oft in the Red Sea, deitroyed 
greatand mighty Kings , giving their land for an inheritance to his pco- 
ple: and can aseafily wich a word of bis mouth ftrike you dead while 
you are blaſpheming him, and caſt you tody and ſoul into Hell, for your odi- 
ous unthankfulneſle : yea, ir is a mercie beyond expreflion, thar he hath 
ſpared you ſo long, Conſider of it I beſeech you, leſt you ſwear away. your 
v4 in that bloud which muſt ſave you, if ever you beſaved ; yea, take beed 
«ſt you be plagued with a witnefſſe, and thor both here and bercafter ; for 
God (who cannot lie) hath threarned that bis curſe ſhall never depart, from 
the h ſe of the Swearer, as ir. is Zach, 5.1:to 5, And Idoubt not bur you 
are already curſed, thougb. you know it not ; That either he hath curſed: , 
you in your bodie by lenvting ſome foul diſeaſe, of in your eſtare by ſud- 
dainly conſuwning it , or in your name by blemiſhing and blafting it, or in 
your ſeed by nor p-rſpering it, orin your minde by p Fra it, or in your 
heart by hardning vr, or in your conſcience by terrifying ity or will in your 
loul by everlaſtiogly damning ityif'you repznc or, Wherefore rake heed what 
yo. do b-fore it prove too late, 
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4 A Glaſſe ſor Scorneys : or a Bath for Black-Mores, 


7. $. Or if you regard not your ſelf, or your own ſouls good, yer for 
the Nations good leave your ſwearing : for the Lord (as now we finde to 
our ſmart) hath a great controver fie wuth the Inbabitants of the Land, becauſe 
of ſwearing, Hoſ.4.1,2, Yea, becauſe of oaths the whole land (even the three 
Naiions)now meurnuhgas you may fee Fer.43.10. Neither obje& that ye 
are {o accuſtomed to ſweating that you cannot leave it, for this defence is 
worſe then the offence z as take an inſtance, Shall a Thiefor Murtherey ar 
the Bay alledge for bis defence, that it hath been his uſe and cuſtom of 2 
long timetoreb and kill, and therefore he muſt continue-ir, or if he do, 
will nor the Judge ſo much the rather ſend him to the G allows? 

trhercfore F beſecch you by the mercies of God (who hath removed ſo many 
evils, and conferred ſo many good things upon you, that they are beyond 
thought or i —_ to leave it : eſpecially after this warning, which 
in ca(e you doe not, will be a ore witneſſe, aud riſe upin judgment againſt 
Jer ano b:7 day, 


MzMsB. 2, 

Swearer, Did Iſwear or curſe ? 

1.S Meſſenger, Very often, as all here preſent can witneſſe, and Satan 
alſo, who ſtands by to rake notice, reckon up, and ſer on your ſcore eyery 
Oh you utter, keeping them upon Record againſt the great day of Aſſiſes, 
ar which rime every Oath will prove as a daggers point ftabbing your ſoul to 
the heart, or as fo many weights preſſing you down to Hell, Revo. 13, and 
22 12, As alſo the ſearcher of hearts, who himſelf will one day be a ſwift 
wine ſſe againſt Swezrers, Mal.3.5. For of all other finners the Lord will 
nt b'ld him gailtleſſe that taketh his Name in yam, as the third Commande- 
ment tels you, Exod, 20.7. 

2. $. Bur wo is me; ic fares with common Swearers as with perſons de- 
ſprrate ly diſc aſed, whoſe excrements and filth comes from them ar unawwes; 
tor as by much labour the hand is ſo hardened that it hath no ſenſe of labour, 
ſo their much ſwearing cauſeth ſuch a brawny skin of ſenſleſſeneſſe ro over- 
ſpread the hearty memorie, and cor;cience, that the ſwearer fweareth unwit» 
ringly ; and having ſworne, hat); no remembrance of his Oath, much 
lefle repentancefor his Sin, 

Swearer, Alas though 1 did ſwear, yet I thought no harm. 

3+ S. Meſſenger, O fool ! What P713ce bearing himſelf abuſed to his 
face, by the reproachfull words of his baſe and impotent SubjeR, would ad- 
mit of ſuch an excuſe ? that whatſoever he ypake with his mouth, yet he 
thought no ill in his heart? And ſhall God takethis fora good anſwer, 
having told us before hand,Deut.28.58,59.That / we do net fear Cy dread his 
»/criows and fearful Name,the Lord onr God,he wil make our plagues wonderful 
ard of long continuance, and the plagues of our poſterity. Beſides, how frequently 
doeſt thou pollute and prophane Gods Name,and thy Saviours? The Fews 
orievouſly Gnned in crucitying the Lord of life but once, and that of igno» 
rance : but rhe rimes are innumerable that thou doeſt ir, every day in the 
year, every hour inthe day, although thy conſcience, and the ho!y Spirit of 
grace hath checkr thee for it a thouſand and a thouſand times, Doeſt -— 
ex pc 


—— 


Hope of ſome 3 others have been too long ſick to recover. 


expe& to have Criſt thy Redeemer and Advocate 3 when thy conſcience rels 
thee that thou haſt ſeldome remembred him but to blaſpheme him ? and 
more often named him in thy Oaths and Curſes, then in thy prayers. 
Swearer, Surely, If 1 did ſwear, it was but Faith and Troth, by our Lady, 
the Maſſe, the Rood,the Light,this Breadgby the Croſſe of the ſilver,or the like: 
which 1s 80 great matter I hope, ſo long as 1 ſwore not by God,nor by my Saviore 

4. S. Meſſenger, Thar is your groſfe ignorance of the Scriptures, for God 
expreſly forbids it, and that upon pain of damnation, Iam.5.1z. Firſt, our 
Saviour Chriſt in his own perſon forbids it, Mat.y 34,35,36,37. 1 ſay wito 
you, Swear not at all, neither by heavensfor it is Gods Throneznor by the earthy 
for it is bis footſtool; noi by Feruſalem, for it is the City of the great Kingznct- 
ther ſhalt thou ſwear by thine head,becauſe thou canſt not make one hair white or 
black; but let your communication be Tea,Yea,Nay, Nay: for whatſoever is #10'2 
then theſe cometh of evill, And then by his Apoltle, Above all things my bre- 
thren, ſwear not, neither by heaven, nor by earth, vor by any other oath, but let 
your Yea be Yeazand your Nay, Nay: leſt you fall imo condenmation, James 5 12. 
where mark the Emphaſis in the 7R words, Above all things [wear not and 
the great danger of it in the laſt word, condemnation, 

$.$+If the matter belight and vain,we muſt not ſwear at allzif ſo weighty» 

that we may lawfully ſwear as before a Magiſtrate, being called ro ir, then 
we muſt only uſe the glorious Name of our God in a holy and religious 
manner, as you may ſce, Deut.6.13. Eſay 45.23. & 65.16. Foſh23.7. Je 
$.7. Exod.23.13. And the reaſons of ir are weighty, if we look into them 3 
for in (wearing by any creature whatſoever, we do invocate that creature, 
and aſcribe to it divine worſhip 3 a lawfull oath being a kind of Invocati- 
on, and a wot of Gods worſhip 3 Yea, whatſoever we ſwear by, that we 
invocate, both as our witneſle, ſurety, and judge, Heb,6.16. and by conle- 
quence, deihie ir, by aſcribing and communicating unto it Gods incommu= 
nicable Attributes , as his Omnipreſence z and Omniſcience, of being every 
where preſent, and knowing the ſecretthoughts and intentions of the heart: 
and likewiſe an OMmnipotencie,as being, Almighty in patroni ſing,protefting,des 
fending, and rewarding us for ſpeaking the truch, or puniſhing us it we (peak 
falſly : all whichare ſo peculiar ro God, as thar they can no way be com- 
municared or aſcribed ro anorher. So that in ſwearing by any of thoſe 
things, thou commitrreſt an high degree of groſle 1dolatry, thou ſpoileſt and 
robbeſt God of his Glory, (the moſt impious kind of theft) and in a man- 
ner dithroneſt him, and placeſt an 1dol in his room, 

6.S. And as to {wear by the creature makes the fin far more heinous,lo the 
more mean and vilethe thing is which you ſwear by (be it by my fay, by 
cock and pie, hares foor, by this checſe, and ſuch like childiſh oaths, which 
are ſo much in uſe with the ignorant and ſuperſtitious ſwarm) the greater 
is your fin in ſwearing ſuch an Oath : becauſe you 2ſctibe thar unto theſe 
baſeſt of creatures,which is only proper to God,namely,to know your heart, 
and to be a diſcerner of ſecrer things3 why elſe ſhould you call that crerture 
as 1 wirnefle unto your conſcience, thor you ſpeak the truth, and 1ye nets 
which only belongeth to God ? And therefore the Lord cals ic 9 torſaking, 


& Good counſel! ts Scorneys, is as Aqua vite to the dead. 


of bim 3 as mark well what he ſaith, Zer.5.,7, How ſhall I ſpare thee for 
this ® thy children have forſaken me and ſworn by them that are no Gods, And 
do you make it a ſmall matter to forſake God, and make a God of the crea- 
ture ? Will you believe the Prophet Amos, if you will, he ſaith ({peaking of 
them that ſwore by the ſin of Samaria)that they ſhall fall and never riſe again, 
Amos 8.14. 2 terrible place to vain (wearers, 

Neither are we to join any other with God in our oaths, for in ſo doing we 
make baſe 1dols, and filthy creatures Corrtvals in honour, and Competitors 
in the Throne of Juſtice with the Lord, who is Creatour of Heaven and 
Earth» and the ſupreme Jndge and ſole Monarch of all the world. 

Or, in caſe we do, our doom ſhall be remcdilefſe, forthe Lord threat- 
neth by the Prophet Zephany, that he will cut off them that ſwear by the Lord 
and by Malcham : which Malcham was their King , or as ſome think; their 
Idol, Zeph.1.4,5. 

Bur admit the fin were ſmall, as you would have it to be, yer the circum- 
ances make it moſt heinous; for even the leaſt fin inits own nature is nor 
only morral, but reſts unpardonable : ſo long as it is willingly committed, 
and excuſed or defended. 

Swearer. But all doſwear, except ſome few ſingalar ones, and they alſo will 
tye, which is as bad, 

7. $« Meſſeng, You muſt not meaſure all ethers by your own buſhell : for al- 
though ill Diſpoſitions cauſe ill Suſpicionsz even as the eye that is blouds 
ſhoed ſees all things red,or as they that have the 7aundtes (ee all things yel- 
law 3 yet know that there be thouſands who can ſay truly through Gods 
mercie, thar they had rather chooſe to have their ſouls p:ife from their bo- 
dies, then 2 wilfull premeditated lic, or a wicked oath , from theit 
mouths z wherefore when you want experience, think the belt, as charitie 
bids you, and leave what you know not to the ſearcher of hearts, 

$ $. As for the number of Swearers, ir cannot be denyed, bur the fin 
is a:moſt univerſall, and this is it which hath incenſed Gods wrath and al- 
moſt brought an uniyerſall deſtruion upon our whole Nation 3 but is nor 
this excuſe [That ethers do ſo] 2 moſt reaſonleſle plea, and only becoming 
a fo??when our Saviour Chriſt hath plainly rold us,that rhe greateſt munber 
£9 the broad way to deſtruft:on, and but a frw the narrow way which leadeth ur= 
zolife, Mat.9.13,14, And S. Zubn, that the whole world Lyeth in wickedneſſe, 
1 John 5. 19, And that th: numb of thoſe whom Satan ſhill decerue, is as 
the ſand of the ſer, Rev.20, 8, & 13 16. Iſh.19 22, Rom.9,:7, Andrell me, 
Were jt a good plea, tocommir a Felonir, and ſay thar others do lo? Or 
Wilt thou leap intro Hell and caſt away thy ſoul, becauſe others do ſo? A 
ſorry comfort it will be ro have a numerons multitude accomparie vs into 
tht lake of fire that never (hall be quenched. | 
Beſides it is Gods expreſſe charge, Fx2d, 23. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow 4 
multitude 20 doe cvill, and S. Pauls everlaſting rule, Kom. 12.2, Frſhion not 
gour ſelves like unto this world. 

Swearer, But I may lawfully (wear, (01 affirmro.b 7g but the truth, 
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They will rather be confounded, then reformed, 7 


ſome urgent matter conſtraineth forthe confirming of 2 neceflary truth 
(which can by vo other lawfull means be cleared) and for theenging of all 
contentions and controverſies, and clearing our own or our neighbcurs 
good name, perio!, or eſtare, and to pur an endto all ſtrife, aiming at Gods 
glory, and onr own or our neighbours good : which is the only uſe and end 
of an oath; in which caſe a man is rather a patient then a voluntary agent: 
You may ſwear, otherwiſe not. Neither muſt we ſwear at all in our ordi- 
nary communication, if we will obey Gods Word, as you may ſee, Mat. $. 
3423 5:36, 37+ Jams.12, ; 

Swearer, Except 1 [rear men will not belicve me. 

10.S. Meſſenger, Thou hadſt as good ſay,l have ſo'often made ſhipwrack 
of my credit by accuſtomary lying, that I can gain no belief unto my words 
without an oathz'for it argues a guilty conſcience of the want of credit, and 
that our word alone is worth no reſpe&, when it will not be raken without 
a pawn or ſurety, Neither will any but baſe Bankrupts pawn ſo precious 4 

ewel as their Faith, or offer better ſecurity for every ſmall trifle, Beſides 
he that often ſweareth, not ſeldome forſweareth. And ſo I have informed you 
from Gods Word, what the danger isof vain and wicked ſwearing, 
M £MB, 3. 

I. $. Bur as if Swearing alone would not preſſe thee deep enough into 
hell, thou addeſt curſing to it a finof an higher nature 3 which none 
uſe frequently, but ſuch as like Goliab and Shimei, are deſperately wicked, 
5c being their peculiar brand in Scripturez as how doth the Holy Ghoſt tig- 
matize ſuch an one ? His mauth is full of curſing, Plal,to,7, & Rom. 3.14. 
or, be loveth carſing,Pſal. 109.17, and indeed, whom can you obſerve to love 
this ſiri, or to have their mouths full of curſing ? but Ruffians and ſons cf 
Belial, ſuch as have ſhaken out of their hearts the fear of God, the ſhame of 
men, the love of heaven, the dread of hell, not once caring what is thought 
or ſpoken of them here,or what becomes of them hereafter; yea obſerve them 
well, and you will finde, that they are mockers of all chat march nor under 
the pay of the Nevill. 

2. S. And whence dotheſe Monſters of the carth, theſe helliſh miſcreants 
theſe bodily and viſeble Devils learn this their damnable curſing and ſwearing? 
Are not their tongues fired and edged from Hell? as Saint Fames hath it, 
Jem.z 6. yea, it is the very language of the danmed, as you may ſee Rev.16. 

I, 21, Only theylearn ir here before they come thither, and are ſuch 
proficients therein, that the Devil counts them his beſt ſcholars, and ſers 
them in his higheſt forms, Pſal.1.1, And well they deſerve it, with whom 
the language of hell is ſo familiar, that blaſphemy is become their mother 
rongue, Beſides, it is the very depth of fin, roaring and drinking isthe 
borſe-way to Hef ; whoring and cheating the foot-way z bur —_— and 
Curſing follows Korah, Dathan and Abiram. And certainly, if the internall 
bes be not for theſe men, it can challenge no gueſts. Bur ſee how 
wirleſſe, graceleſſe, and ſhameleſſe even the beſt are that uſe to curſe 3 for 
I paſle over ſuch as call for a curſe on themſelves, ſaying, God damn me, 


Confound me, The Devyill rake me, m_ the like 3 wbich would make 2 13- 
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$ Sordid Sweartrs (hating to be bindred 


tionall man tremble to name z becauſe I were as good knock at a deaf mans 
door, or a dead mans grave, as ſpeak to them, 

3. $. Thou art croſſed by ſome one, perhaps thy wife, child, or ſervant, 
or «le thy horſe, the weather, the dice, bowls, or ſome other of the creatures 
diſpleaſe thee 3 and thou falleſt a curſing and blaſpbeming them, wiſhin 
the plague of God, or Gods vengeance to light on them, or ſome ſuch hel: 
liſh ipeech fals from thy foul mouth. And ſo upon every fooliſh trifle,or eve- 
ry time thou art angry, God muſt beat thy beck, and come down from 
heaven in all haſt and become thy Qfficer to revenge thy quarrel, and ſerve 
thy malicious humour, (O monſtrous impiety! O (hameletle impudencie! to 
be abhorrcd of all that hear it ) not once _ notice what he commands 
in bis Word, as, Bleſſe them that perſecute you, bleſſe, Iſay, and curſe not, 
Rom.12.14, And again , Bleſſe them that carſe you , and pray for them 
which hurt you, Luk. 6.28. which is the praRice of all rrue Chriſtians 
I C0/.4,12. 

4. -$. But this is not one half of thine offence, For whom doeſt thou 
curſe ? Alas the Creatures that diſpleaſe thee are but Inſtruments, thy ſenis 
the cauſe , and God the author, 2 Sam.16.11. Pſal.z9.9,l0. Gen,q45.8, Job 
1,21, from whom thou haſt deſerved ir, and ten thouland times a greater 
crofle : buc in ſtead of looking up from the ftone , ro the hand which threw 
itz 1 from the effedt ro the cauſe, as Gods people doe 3 thou like a meſtiff 
dog, ſetteſt upon the ſtone or weapon that hurts thee, Bui in this caſe, Who 
are you angry withall > Does your borſe, the dice, the rain, or any other 
creature diſpleaſe you ? Alas, they are but ſervants, and if their Maſter bid 
ſmite, they miſt nor forbear 3 rhey may ſay truly what Rabfbekeh uſurped, 
Iſa, 360. Are we come without the Lord > and all that hear thee may ſay, 
as the Prophet did to Senacherib, 2 King. 19. 22, whom haft thy blaſphe- 
med? and againſt whom haſt thou exalted wby ſelf? even againſt the Hly 
Ore of Iſ ael. 

5. $S. Beſides, why doſt thoucurſe thine enemie? (if he be ſo) but be- 
cauſcthou canſt nor be ſuffered to kill him, For in heart,and Gods account, 
thoy art a nurtherer, in wiſhing him the pox, plague, or that he were hguged 
or damned, Nor will it be any rare thing at the day of judgment, for curſers 
to-be indifted of muther. For like Shimez and Goltah to David ; thou 
would kill him if thou durſt 3 rhou doeſt kill him ſo far as thou canſt, I 
would be loath to truſt his hands that bins me with his rongue, Had, David 
been at the mercie of either Shime; or Goliah, and nor too ſtrong for them, 
he had then breathed his laſt, 

Nor isit commonly any fin committed, or jaſt sffence given thee z that 
thou curſeft, Who could have lefſe deſerved thoſe curſes and flones from 
Shimei, then David? Yea, did not that head deſerve to be roangueleſſe, that 
body to be beadleſſe ; that ſo undeſervedly curſed ſuch an Innocent? as after 
it fell out, For the curſes and ſtones which Shizre7 threw at David, reboun- 
ded upon Shimet, and ſplit bis heart 3 yea, and at laſt knock? our his brains; 
and the like of Go 7ahs curſes 3 which is alſo thy very caſe. For 
6. $. What will be the ifſue ? the «@ufleſſe curſe ſhall r.ot come where the 

| | . Curicr 


in their way to hell) are wilfull Murtherers, g 
Curſer meant it, Prove26,2. yea, though thox curſeſt , yet God will bleſſe » 
Pſat.109.28, bur thy curſes ſhall be ſure to rebound back into thine ow? 
breſt, Pſal.7.14,15,16. Prov.14.30. Curſing mouths are like ill made Pieces 
which while men di/charge at othe1s, record in ſplimers on their own faces 
Their words and wiſhes be but whirlwinds,which being breathen forth, re* 
rurn again to the ſame place, As hear how the Holy Ghoſt delivers it , 
Pſjal,1o0g, As be leved curſing, ſo ſhall it come unto him; and as he lovednot 
bleſſing, ſo ſhall it be far from him. As be cleatbed himſelf with curſing like a 
garment ſo ſhall it come unto his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones 3 
let it be unto him as a garment to cover him, and for a tirdle wherewith be ſha 
always be girded, v.,17,18,19. Hear this all ye, whole tongnes run fo faſt on 
the Þevils errand, you loved curſing, you ſhall have ir,both upon you, about 
you, and in you, and that raleigh z if you perſevere and go on 3 for 
Chriſt kimſelfar che laſt day, even he which came to ſave the world , ſhall 
ſay unto all ſuch, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the Devill and bis Angels, Mat.25.41, Where they ſhall do nothing but curſe 
for evermore z for they no farther apprebending the goodneſſe , mercie, 
and bounty of God, then by the ſenſe ot their own torments (rhe effe&s of 
his juſtice) ſhall hare him, and hating him they fhall curſe him, Rev.16,17, 
They ſuffer, and they blaſpheme ; thereis in them a furious malice againſt 
him, being curſed of him, they re-curſe him z they curſe him for making 
them, cutls him for condemning them,curle him becauſe being adjudged to 
death, they can never find death 3 they curſe his puniſhments, becauſe they 
ace ſo unſufferable 3 curſe his mercics, becauſe they may never taſte themz 
curſe the bloud of Chriſt (ed on the Croſſe,becaule it hath ſarisficd for mil= 
lions and donetheir unbeleeving ſouls no goodzcurle the Angels and Saints 
in heaven, becauſe they ſee them in joy and themlelves in tormenty Curſings 
ſhall be their fins, and their chiefeale, Blaſphemies their prayers, Laciyme 
their notes, Lamentation all their harmony ; theſe ſhall be their —_— 
ongs, their morning ſongs, their mourning ſorigs for ever and ever. An 
indeed, who ſhall go to Hell, if Curſers ſhould be left out ? Wherefore lex 
all thoſe learnt» blefſe, that look to be heirs of the blefling, 

7. $. Butrobe in Hell, and there continue everlaſtingly in a bed of 
quenchleſſe flames,is not all, For this is the portion, even of Negative and 
viceleſſe Chriſtians 3 if they be not yertuous, Of ſuch as do not ſwear cx- 
except they fear an oath, That abound in good dutics, if they do them not 
out of faith, and becauſe God commands them z that he may be glorified, 
and others edified thereby, Whereas thou doeſt ſupererogate of Satar, in 
damning many ſouls beſides thine own, Thou hiſt had a double portion _ 
of ſin, to other men here 3 and therefore muſt have adouble p31 tion of 107+ 
ment to them hereafter. The number and meiſure of thy tarments , (hall 
be according to the maltitude and magnitude of thine offences,Rev.20.12,13, 
& 22,12. Luk,1:.47, Mat; 10,15. Rom, 2.5, 6. And thole offences if 1 
could ſtand ro aggravate them by their ſeverall circumſtances, would appear 
* be our of mezxfure great and myncrous. Ile mention but ong 
cf ten, 


10 Like a malicieus man ſick of the plagne;he infects others,and they ſpread is 


With thy ſwearing and curſing, thou doeſt not enly wound thine own 
ſoul worſe then the Baalites wounded their own bodies : for thou (wilfully 
murtbereſt thine own ſoul, and that without any inducement, as barh been 
proved.) Butthou arc fo pernicious, that this is the leaſt part of thy 
miſchief 3 for thou draweſt vengeance upon. thouſands, by thy infeRious 
and damnable example z as how can it be otherwiſe ? Thou Coeſt not only 
infe& thy companions, but almoſt all that hear, or come near thee. Yea, 
little chi{drenin the ſtreets, have learnt of thee to rap out oaths, and belch 
out eurſes and ſcoffs almoſt as frequently as thy ſelf ; and through thy accu- 
ſtomary ſwearing learned to ſpeak Englyſh and Oaths together; and ſo to blaſ- 
pheme God almeſt ſo ſoon as he hath made them. And not only (o, but 
thy cxample infe&s others ; and they ſpread it abroad to more, like a ma- 
licious manſich of the plague, that runs into the throng to diſperſe bis infe- 
ion, whoſe miſchicf out-weighs all penalty. Ir is like the ſerting a mans 
owne houſe on fire, it burnes many of his nezghbours houſes , and he 
ſhall anſwer for all the ſpoil, So that the infe&ion of fin is much worſe 
then the a, 

8 $. Nor wilr thou ceaſe to fin when thou ſhalt ceaſe ro live z bur thy 
wickedneſle will continue longer then thy life, For as if we ſow good works, 
ſurcefſion ſhall reap them, and we ſhall be happy ia making them ſo: ſo on 
the contrary, wicked men leave their evill prafliſer to poſterity , and though 
dead, are ſtil] rempring unto fin, and ſtill they fin in that temptation, they 
{11 ſo long as they cauſe fin, This was Jerobeams caſe , in making 1ſract 
t0 fin : for let him be dead, yer ſo long as any worſhiped his Calves, Jerobo- 
an ſinned, Neither was his fin ſoon forgotten 3 Nadab his ſon, and Ba» 
aſha his ſucceſlour 3 Zimri, and Omri,and Ahab,and Ahaziah, and Zeboram; 
all theſe watked in the wayes of Feroboam which made Iſrael to fin z; and nor 
they alone,but millions of the people with them. So thar ir is eafie for a mais 
fin ts live when bimſelf is dead; and to lead that exemplary way to Hell,which 
by the number of his followers, ſhall continually aggravate his rorments, 
As, O what infinite rorments doth Mabomet indure! when every Turk that 
perilheth by his jugling, does dayly adde to the pile of his unſpeakable 
horrors, Andſocach ſinner, according to his proportion, and the number 
of ſouls which miſcarry through the contagion of his evill example, And 
look to it, for the blond of ſo many ſouls as thou haſt ſeduced will be required 
at thy hands, and thou mult give an acconnt for the Ra rn a thou- 
ſand, Thou doeſt not more increaſe other mens wickedneſſe on Earth, then 
their wickednefle ſhall increaſe thy damnation in Hell, Luk.16. 

9. $S. It were ealie to goe on in 2ggravating thy ſinne and wret» 
chednefie 3 and making it out of meaſure great, and the fouls that miſcarry 
through the contagion of thy evill example numerous, For is not the Grſ- 
pelf and the name of God blaſphemed «ming the very Turks, Jews, and Infidel; 
and an evill ſcandall raiſed upon the whole churc' 3 through thy ſuperſa- 
tive wickedneſſe, and other thy fellows? Yea, does not this keep them 
off from embracing the Chriſtian Religion, and cauſe them to proreſt againſt 


their own c3nverkon? Which makes me wender that Swearers, Dronkt'd:, 
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abroad to more: whereby he ceaſeth not to tempt, when be ceaſeth to live. wn 


and all ſuch wicked and prophane wretches, arc not (like dirt in th& bouſe 
of God) thrown out intathe freer by excommunication : Or as excrements 
and bad bumorrs in mans body, which is neyer at caſe till it be thereof dif 
burthened ; as Auſtin well notes. Thar they are not marked with a black 
coal of infamy, and their company ayoided, as by the Apoſtles order they 
ought , Rom,16.17, 2 Theſſ, 3.6,14, Eph.s.5,7. 1Cor.s.5,11, 1Tim,1.20, 
T kat they are notto us as Lepeys were among the Jews 3 or as men fall 
of plague ſoresare amongſt us, We well know the good busband man weeds 
his field of buriſull plants, that they may not ſpoil the good corn, And when 
fire hath taken an boſe, we uſe to pull ir down, Jeſt it ſhould fire alſo the 
xeighbours houſes, Yea, the good Chiruygion curs off 2 rotten member be- 
times, thatthe ſound may not be endangered. Nor will the Church of 
England ever flouriſh or be happy in ber Reformation, untill ſuch a courle 
is taken, 
MztMB. 4. 

$wearer. $ir, I unfained'y blefle God, for what 1 have heard from you ; for 
formerly, I had not the leaſt thought that ſwearing by faith, 119th, or any other 
creature, was ſo grievous a ſings you have made 1t appear from the Ward, And 
Ihope it ſhall be a ſufficient warning to me for time to come. 

1. $. Meſſenger, If ſo, you have cauſe to bleſſe God indeed, Far all of 
you have heard rhe ſelf-fame Word; bur one goes away bertered, others ex- 
aſperated and inraged, wherein Will only makes the difference, And who 
makes the difference of Wills, but God that made them? He that creates 
the new heart, leaves a fone in one boſome, purs fleſh into another, 

2. $. Of bearers there are uſually four ſorrs, Mat.13.19, to 24.25 firſt, 
anhone(t and good beart, will not return from hearing the word unberrered, 
Yea, he will ſo note what is ſpoken-to his own fin, that ir ſhall increaſe 
hit knowledge and leſſen bis vices. As who by looking in a Glaſſe ſhall ſpy 
ſpots in his face, and will not forthwich wipe thera out ? A wiſe man will 
not have one fin twice repeated unto him. And theſe may be reſembled ro 
wax, which yee/deth fooner to the ſeal, then ſteel ro the ſtamp. But 

3. $. Secondly, others are like Tullies ſtrange ſoil, mach rain leaves 
them till as dry as duſt. Or the Wolfe in the emblem, which though ſhe 
ſucks the Goat, kept notwithſtanding her wolviſh nature ſtill. For ſpeak 
what can be ſpoken ro them, it preſently paſles away like the ſound of a 
Bell that is 1#ng, Let 1eftimonics and examplesnever ſo much. concern 
them, they prove no other then as ſa many charaFers writ in the water, 
which leave no impreſſion behinde them, Who. may be reſembled to an 
Hour =zlaſſe of Conduitzthat which in one howr runneth ingthe ſame in another 
kour runneth out again, Or the Smiths Iron, par it ito the fiye, it is much 
ſofmed: again pur ir into the water, *cis harder then befere, Yea, let them 
never ſo much {marr for their fins : they will return to them again untill 
they periſh, Reſembling ſome ſilly fe, which being beat from the candle 
an. hundred times, and oft finged thercin, yer will return to it again untill 
ſhe be conſumed, Prev.23.35. Allchoſe Beaſts which went into the Arke 
wiciesn, came likewilc our unclean, 


4 $S. Thirdle, 


I2 To Curſe is muthey : to ſpurn at the Meſſencer, 


4. $. Thirdly another ſort will very orderly hear the Word, and de- 
lighrin it ; fo long as the Miniſte/ hall rove in generalities , preach little 
or nothing to the purpoſe 3 But if once he touch them to the quick, drive 
an application home to their conſciences rouching ſome one (in of theirs, as 
John Baprift ſerved Herod ; then they will curn their backs upon him, and 
hear him no farther, as thoſe Jews ſerved our Saviow, Joh.6.66, The Athe- 
nians Paul, Aits 17.16, to 34. and Abab Micaiah, 1 King,22,8, 

F. S. Sore eyes you know are much grieved .to look upon the Sung Bank- 
yupts cannet abide the fight of their counting books, nor doe deformed 
ſaces love to looke themlelyes in a true Glaſſe. For which read Johp 3. 
19,290,211, . 

But let ſuch men know, that to flye from the light, and reje& the means, 
puts them our of all hope, That ſin is paſt cue, which turn from, and re- 
fuſeth the cure, Deut.17.12, Prov.zg,q. As what is light to them that will 
ſhur their eyes againſt ir? or reaſon to'them that will ſtop their Ears from 
bearingic ? If thoſe murtherers of the Lord of life, A.2.23. had refiiſed to 
hear Peters ſearching Sermon, in all probabiliry rhey had never been pricke 
zn thei; hearts, never been ſaved , ver.z37 538. And take this for a rule, 
if ever you ſee a drowning man refuſe help , conclude bim' a wilfull 
murtkerer, | 

6. $. Fourthly and laſtly, (for I paſſe by thoſe blocks that goe to Church 
as dogs do only for company, and can hear a powerfull Minifter for 1wenty 
or thirty years togethzr;and minde no more what they hear then the ſeats rhey 
fir on, or the ſtones they tread on.) There are a generation of Hearers who 
when a Miniſter does plainly reprove them for their fins, and declare the 
judgments of God due unto the ſame , ro the end they may repent and bc- 
leeve, that ſo they may be ſaved 3 will carp and fret, and ſpurn againſt the 
very Word of God for being ſo (harp and ſearching; and thereupon perſecme 
the Meſſenger, as the Princes and falſe Prophets did Jeremiah, Herodias John 
Baptiſt, and the Phariſees Chriſt. 

7. $S. And this God takes as done to himſelf ; Whar faith Paul? 1 Cop. 
7, 10. 1 have not ſpoken, but the Loyd : and therefore as the Lord ſaid unto 
Saul, Aﬀts 9,4. that he perſecuted bim, (though in heavenz) fothey which 
reſiſt any truth delivered out of the Word, do refiſt God himſelf, and not bis 
Meſſenger, as cyidently appears by theſe Scriprures , Pſal.q4. 22, and 74. 4, 
10.18. 22.23, & 83,2,5,6, & $9.50,51. & 139.20. Prov.iggz, Rom. 1.30, 
&.9.20. Mat.10,22.&25.45. 1 Sam.17 AF, 1/a1.37«4 22,23,28, Ath 5.39. 
& 9.45. Joh.9.4. 1 Thefſ.4.8. Job.15. 20, to 26, Numb.16,11. 1 Sam. 8,7, 
Mark.9.42. Pſal.79.1z. 2 King.2.24, O that the Goſpels enemies would 
bur ſerioufly conſider theſe Scriptures, and be warned by them. For cer- 
rainly ir is neither wiſe, good, nor ſafe, cither reſiſting or angring kim, thar 
can anger every vein of their hearts, Yea, God hath Meſſengers of wrath for 
them that deſpiſe the Meſſenger of h3s lave. 

8. $. Bur hear why they ſo mortally hare the naked truth, Becaule it is 
the ord by which they are condernned : they oath as much to hear ir, as 4 
priſoner doth ab"or ro hear his rence fr :m the juſt Judg, And indeed 

it 


3s to ftrike at the Image of God whoſe meſſage it is. 43 


if many (as we know by experience) love not to hear the worſt of their 
temporal cauſes, and caſes 3 nor yer of their bedily diſtempers , with which 
their lives or eſtates be indangered, How much more will wicked men de- 
cline from ſeeing their hainous abeminations, and themſelves guilty of Hell , 
and erernall damnation? though thereof there be an abſolue ue, if ever 
they be ſaved, 

9. $. Guilty ſinners love application as dearly as a dog does a cudgell. And 
no marvail, for what Leaper will rake pleaſure in the ſearching of bis ſores? 
Nor were Satan his Crafts-maſter, if he did permit them : Forif they 
could clearly ſee the loathſomneſle of their impieries, it were not poſſible 
not to abhor them, not to abbor themſelves for them 3 but their blindae 
makes them love their own filthineſſe,as Ethiopians do their own ſwarthineſſe. 
Beſides, they love not to have their conſciences awakened , but would ſleep 
guy in their ſins, And he that deſires to ſleep, will have the curtains 

{rawn, the light ſhut out, and no noiſe made, Whence as good meates, are 
unwe [come to ſick perſons: (o is good counſel to obſtinare and reſolved ſinners, 
Tell them of their ſwearing, drinking, whoring, cl eating; they will fret, and 
chafe, and fume, and ſwell, and ſtorm, and be ready to burſt again to bear it. 
But let envy ſwear, ſwell, and burſt ; rruth muſt be ſpoken. And indeed 
why ſhould not Geds ſervants take as free liberty in reproving, as the Devils 
ſervants take [1berty in offending ? Shall not the one be as loud for God, as 
the other are for Baal and Belzebub? 

10, $. Yea, admoni(h them never ſo mildly, they will fay we take too much 
uponus : 2s Corah and his complices twitted Moſes, Numb,16.3. not knows 
ing how ſtritly God commands and 7equires it , Lev,1g, 17. 2 Tim,2.25. 
Ezek.3.18, to 23, 2 Pet.2,7,8. Whence asthe Chief Prieſts anſwered Fudas, 
What 4s that to 148? ſo they will blaſpheme God, tear Chrift in pieces, and more 
then berray, even ſhed his innocent bloud, digging into bis fide with oaths, 
and ſay, when told of it, What is that to 18? when they might as well ſay, 
Wrat is Chrift tous ? what is heavento us ? or what is ſalvation to us?for to 
us the one cannot be without the other : we ſhall never inherit part of his 
glo y in beaven,if we do not take his glories part upon earth. And with God 
it is much abour one, wherker we be dvers of evill, or nobinderers, For it 
we muſt not ſee our neighbours oxey nor his ſheep goe aſtray, or fall into a pit, 
but we muſt reduce him, and help him out of it, Deut,22,1, weare much more 
bound to belp our neighbour himſelf from droping into the bottomleſſe pit 
of Hell, And what know we but we may winne cur brother, and ſo ſave fe 
ſoul, Mat. 18.15, 

11. $. They will hifle like Serpents, if we trouble their neſts never ſo 
little. Andits aſure fignthe horſe is galled that ſtirs roo much when he is 
rouched, Bur whar are theſe men like, and how are they like to ſpeed in 
the end? they are like the Thracian flint that burns with water, and is quen- 
ched with oil : their ſoulsare the worſe for Gods endeavour to better them, 
His holy precepts and prohibrtions ; doe either hayden them, 3s the Sun bar » 
dens clay, and cold water het iron ; or elle they enrage them, as 2 furious ma- 
ſtiff Dog is the madder for bis c{:4in. 


1» $ Bu: 


I4 A cuſtomary ſwearing and curſeng, ſears up the conſcience. 


I2, $, But to be exaſperated with good counſell, and in ſtead of peni- 
rency to break into cholerz when fury ſparkles in thoſe eyes which ſhould 
guſh our with water 3 it is an evident ſign of one that ſhall periſh, Prov, 
29. 1. Read the words and tremble, a man that hardneth his neck being often 
repreved ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy : ſee more Prov, 
I.24,25,36,to 33. Whence it is the Propher tells Amazzab, I know that Ged 
hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done this and baft not obeyed 
my counſell, 2 Chron.25.16,20, and that the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of Ehyes 
ſons, ſaith that chey would not hearken unto, nor obey the voice of their 
father, becauſe the Lord was determined to deſtroy them 3 x Sam. 2. 2.5, Yea, 
it is an obſervation of Livie, that when the deſtruRion of a perſon or Nation 
is deſtined: then the wholſome warnings both of God and Man, are ſer at 
nought. And in reaſon that fin is paſt all cure which ſtrives againſt the cure, 
Herbs that are worſe for watering, Trees that are lefle fruitfull for dunging 
and pruning, are to be rooted out, or hewn down, Even ſalvation it felf will 
not (aye thoſe that ſpill the potion , and fling away the plaſter, When God 
would bave cured Babylon, and ſhe would nor be cured, then ſhe is given up 
to deftruftion without further warning. 

13. $. Ignorant Wor [dlings ( who will beleeve nothing which 
comes not within the compalle of their five ſenſes) think that becauſe 
God ftrikes not, be minds not , Pſal. 50.21. Becauſe ſemence againſt an 
evill work 4s not executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the children 
of men, is fully ſet in them to doe evill, as Solomon ſpeaks, Eccleſ. 8.11, They 
are like the Iſraelites, 1 Sam.12,15,to20, they will nor beleeve withourt 2 
miracle ; and it will be a miracle if ever they be ſaved, For ſhould they 
ſee miracle upon miracle 3 ſhould God forthwith ſtrike qne dead with a 
thunderboltz and rain down fire and brimſtone upon another, and caule the 
Earth to ſwallow down a third quick while they are blaſpheming him : they 
would be as far from belceving as they were before 3 as the examples of the 
old world, the Sodomites, Pharaoh Balaam, 4hab, Belſhazyar, Malchus, and 
thoſe grear Clerks, the Scribes and Phariſees, together with thouſands of rhe 
Jews, ſufficiently manifeſt. 

Yea, itis eafier for a man poſſeſt with many Devils to be diſpoſſeſt ; ro 
raiſe one from the dead 3 or ro turn a ſtone into fleſh (in which God ſhould 
meet with no oppoſition) then perſwade an habituated Swearer to beleeve 
theſe enſuing precepts, prediftions, teſtimonies of the Goſpell, or any other ſa- 
ving truth, Mat.5.20. & 12,36, & 25 30,to 46, 2 Theſſ.1,7,8,9. & 2.12, 
Heb 12.14 29. Kev, 1 2, to the end, Dcut.29.19,20, Prov.1.24.to 33s 
14. $. Well may they beleeve what the World, the Fleſh, 2nd the Dewill 
ſuggeſts unto them: As Satan (that he may make ſmooth their way to 
perdition) will perſwade the moſt impudent and inſolent finners , Drunkards, 
Adulterers, Blaſphemers, Sabbath -breakers, Bloodthirfly Murtherers, Perſccu* 
1ers of the Godly, and contemn?rs of Religion,thar they may take liberty to con* 
tinue theirſenſuall luſts, by a teſtimony of Scripture, and apply Chriſts paſſion 
as a waiyant for their licentiouſneſſe ; his death 2s a licence to fin, his croſſe 
as a Letters patent ro do m (chicf, And hereupon, as if a Mulefaftor _ 

rea 


The lefſe ſenſible the more ſick; The more pettie the oath the greater the ſin, 15 


head his drum of Rebellion with bis pardon : they live as if the Goſpell were 
quite contrary to the rule of the Law 3 or as if God were neither to be 
feared nor cared for, Hence they exerciſe their ſaucie wits in propbane 
ſcoffs at Religion, and diſgrace thar bloud, whereof hereafter they would give 
« thouſand worlds for one dysp * hence they tear heaven with their blaſphemieg, 
and bandie thedreadfull name of God,in their impure and pollured mouths, 
by their bloody oaths and execrations ; kence they are ſo witleſſe , grace» 
leſſe, and ſhameleſſe 3 as to ſwear and curſe even as dogs bark, Yea, they 
bave ſo (worn away all grace, that they count it a grace to {wear 3 and are 
ſo far from beleeving what God threatens in his Word againſt fin, and 
what isaffirmed of his juſtice, and ſeverity in puniſhing all wilfull, and im- 

enirent ſinners with eternall deſtruftion of body and ſoul : that they pres 
owe 10 haye part in that merit, which in every part they have ſo abu ; 
to be purged by that b/oud, which now they take all occaſions to diſgrace z 
to be ſaved by the ſame wounds and bloud, which they ſwear by, and fo often 
ſwear away z to have Chriſt an Advocate for them in the next life, when 
they are Advocates againſt Chriſt in this : that heaven will meer them ar 
their laſt hour, when all their life long, they have galloped in the beaten 
rode toward he, And that though they live like ſwine all their life long , 
yet one cry for mercy at the laſt gaſp, ſhall z7ansform them into Saints, And 
this is the ſtrong faith, they are ſo apt to boaſt of, viz. preſumption, not confi- 
dence ; Or rather, Hope r/ ighted out of its wits, For not — all 
this, in belceving the Scriptures, they fall ſhort of the Devils themſelves, 
For the Dew?ls doc really beleeve that God is no lefle true and juft then he is 
merciful 3 as his Word declares himto be : and thereupon they tremble as 
S. Fame: hath it, Fames 2.19, whereas theſe men belecye nor a word that 
Gd (peaks, io asto be bertered by it. 

15, $. And no marvail, for their wont hath been to beleeve Satan ra- 
ther then God; as did our firſt parents, Gen.z, Therefore now after 
they have reje&ed all means of grace, when they are ſo cruſted in their Vil 
lanie, that cuſtome is become a ſecond 0r-new nature : God (that he may pus 
niſh their hardneffe and exceſſe in fin, with further obduration,) not only 
delivers them up to Satan, the God of this world ; nho ſo blindes their mindes, 
and delueles their underflaudings that the light of the glorious Goſpell of Chriſt 
ſhall not ſhine unto them, 2 Cor.4.3.4. Epb.2.2. 2 Theſſ.2.9, But he gives 
them up, even to a reprobate judgment, 19 the hardneſſe of their hearts, aud to 
walk in their owne connſels, Pſal.81,11.12. Rom.1,21,to32, And berret 
be given up to Satanz3s the inceſtuows Corinthian was, then thus to be given 
up. For he was thereby converted and ſaved, as God uſed rhe matter ; ma- 
king the Scorpion a medicine 3gainſt the ſting of the Scorpion : the Horſeleech 
a meansto abate the viciow and ſuperfluous bloud ; ſo ordering Satan cratt 
and malice, to ends which himſelf intended nor. 

Whereas theſe are given over z as a deſperate Patiem is given over by his 
Phyſitian when there is no hope of his recovery, As thus , Becauſe they will 
not receive the truth in love, that they might be ſaved : for this cauſe God gives 
them ip t0 ſtrong deluſcons, that they ſhould belecve tycs ; that all they might be 


16 They boaſt of a ſtrong faith, but come fhort of the Devils in 


damned who beleeve not the truth, but take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſſe : they 
are the yerywords of the holyGboſt,z Theſſ,2.10,1 1,1 3.1f any would ſee more 
touching the wofull condition of a deluded worldling ; and bow Satan guls 
wicked men with a world of miſpriſcons, that he may the better cheat them 
of their ſouls ; Let them read The Drunkards Charater, and The Cure of Miſ- 
priſcen 5 for in this I ſtudy all poſlible brevity, being loath either ro ſurfeir 
or cloy the Swearer ; who is commonly fort breaths in well-doing ; and 
Teſt adding more ſhould hinder him from hearing this: for Satan and his 
cortupr heart will not condeſcend , be ſhall hold out to hear bis beloved 
fn ſo,ſpoken againſ, 


MEMB, 5. 

I. $. Only will. inſert a few notzons, aphoriſms, or concluſions, trouch- 
ing the former point of Gods forbearing to puniſh the moſt fagitious fitt- 
ners when they ſo horribly provoke him * together with ſome pregnant ex- 
amples of ſome thar he back enccuced Maitiall. Law upon, even in this life. 

Cornelius Gallus (not to mention many, nor any that every Author ſets 
down) dyed in the very att of his filthineſſe, as Plutarch well notes, Nitin» 
gall, Parſon of Crondall in Kent, was ſtruck dead in the Pulpit, as he was 
belching out his ſpleen ag-tinit religion and zealous prefeſſors of the Goſpel. It 
was the uſual imprecation of Henry Earl of Schuartzbourg, Let me be drow- 
nedin a Fakes, it it be not ſo; and ſuch was his end. You may remember 
one Lieutenant of the Tower was hanged; it had wont to be his uſuall impre- 
cation, 2s he confeſſed at his death, Earl Godwin wilhing at the Kings Ta- 
ble tharrhe bread he eat might choke him if he were guilty ofAlphrcds death, 
whom he had before ſlain : was preſently choked, and fell down dead ; Yea 
his lands alſo ſunk into the Sea, and are called Godwins ſands : where chou- 
fands fince have made ſhipwrack, It was uſuall with Jobn Peter mentioned 
in the book of Martyres to ſay ; if it be nor true, I pray God I may rot 
ere Idye: and God ſaying Amen to it, he rotted away indeed, A Ser 
ving-man in Lincoln-ſhire for every trifle uſed to ſwear, Gads precious bloud, 
and would not be waracd by his friends to leave it : inſomuch that hearing 
the bell role in the very anguith of death,he ſtarred up in his bed and ſware, 
by the former oath that bell roled for him : whereupon immediately the 
bloud moſt fearfully iflued, as it were, in ſtreams from all parts of his body 
not one place left free and Þ dyed. Popie! King of Poland had 
ever this wiſh in his mouth; Tf it be not true, 1 would the Rats 
might eat me ; and fo it came to paſſe : for he was ſo aſſailed by them at a 
banquer, that neither his guards, nor fire, nor water could deſend him from 
them 3 as Munſter mentions, The Fews ſaid, Lethis bloud be upon #1 and 
upn our children ; and what followed ? fr xteen hundred years are now paſt, 
fince they withed themſelves thus wretched ; and have they not cver ſince, 
been the hate, and ſcorne of the world > Did they not (many of them ) 
live to (ce their City buried i7 aſhes, and drowned in loud! ro ſee themſelves 
no Nation ? Wasthere ever any people under heaven , that was made fo fa- 
ous a ſpeRacle of milery and deſolation? they have had whar they culled 
for to the ſul] ; and it's juſt that they who /ong for a c::rſÞ, ſhould hare it ; 
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beletving ; therefore are given upto areprob ate mind, 17 


yet how many among us, do familiarly curſe their wives, children, &c- 
Nor is it ſeldome that God payes them in their own coin: men Pprophane 
Gods name, and he makes their names wo ftinkg, When the peſtilence rageth 
in our ſtreets ; blaſphemy and execrarion muſt confeſle that they have their 
due wages, Blaſphemers live ſwearing,and dye raving it is bur their Wages. 

2. $. He puniſheth ſome in the Subwbs of hell, that they might never 
come into the City it ſe/f, The evill he now ſuffers uncorrefied,ke refers to be 
condemned. Sin knows the doom, it muſt ſmart here, or hereafter, Ourward 
plagues are but fayour in compariſon of ſpirituall judgments ; and ſpiritual 

Judgments bur light, to eternall torments, God does not puniſh all flagitious 

ſenners here 3 chat he may allow ſome ſpace torepent ; and thar none may 
} donbt his promiſe of a Generall Judgment: nor does he forbear all here,leſt the 

world ſhould deny bis providence, and queſtion his juſtice, 
MEMX8B, 6, 

T1. $. But whardo I urge reaſon to men of areprobare judgment ? to ads 
monith them, is to no more purpoſe , then if one ſhould ſpeak to life-leſſe 
Fones, or ſenſc-leſſe plants, or wit=leſſe beaſts ; for they will never fear any 
thing till rhey be in 7e; wheretore God leaves them ro be confuted 
with fire and brimſtone, nothing elſe wil doe it. If there be any here 
that beleeve a Reſiurrett;on (ay I hope berter things of ſome of you) all ſuch 
I would beſeech, by the mercienof God before mentioned ; that they would 
not be (o deſperately wicked /asto mock their admoniſher, ſcoff at the means 
ito be ſaved, and make themſelves merry, with their owne damnations ; but 

ſeharchey would entertain this meffuage as if it were an Epift/e ſent from 
! God himſelf, to invite and call them to repentance. Yeca,confider ſeriouſly 
what I have {aid, and donor, Ohdo not mock at Gods Word, nor ſport awa 
your ſouls into thoſe pains which are eaſe/eſſe, exdleſſe, and remedileſſe. Sh 
we give an account at the day of judgement for *very idle word we ſpeak, Mar. 
12.36, and never give a reckoning for our wicked ſwearing and curſing? 
we ſhall be judged by our words, v 37. 

Are you willing to be ſaved ? it you are, Break off your ſins by repentance. 
Dan.4.27. Ceaſe to doevill, learn to doe well, Iſai,1.16.17. Seriouſly grieve 
and bewail for the millions of times that you have blaſphemed God and 
pierced your Savioiry and never more commit the like impicty, Yea, doe 
not only leave your ſwearing, but fear an Oath and make conſcience of ic , 
reſolve not totakethe glorious name of God in vain, nor place any other 
cteature in his roome : though the Devi ſhould ſay unco you, as once he 
did to Chriſt, All this will I give thee. For it is not enough that we abſtaine 
fromevill, unleſſe we hate ir alſo, and doe the contrary good; Sanftifie the 
Lord Godin your heart, 1 Pet.3.15- Make a covenant with your mouth, as Job 
did with his eyes, and ler 2 warch before the door of your lips, that you thus 
eftend not with your tongue, Pſal.141.3. 

2, $, Which if you doe rightly, the like care to at oid all other fins will 
eceflarily follow : becauſe he that fears to commir one f1n our: of conſci- 
nce , and becauſe God forbids ir, will upon the ſame ground, fear all thar 
1s law forbidzs and as keartily, and unfainedly defire that he may never 
comrgir 


18 As Swearers and Curſers diſcredit the Grſpell: ſo like Pools, 


commit it, as that God ſhould never |mpute it, 2 Tim.2.19, Neither can a 
regenerate mind confilt with a determination to continue in any one lin; as 
= a Chriſt caſt out one Devil, we read that he caſt out all, even the-whole 
Legion, Mark 5.2.8&c, And he that makes not tome conſcience of all ſin, 
nn. as no true conſcience of any ſen, 

And the (ame is to be underſtood alſo of duties commanded, for the ſame 
law which injoins us to hate and for ſake all fin, commands us alſo to ſtrive 


after univerſal obedience to every precept, And it is a true ruleghe that hath nor | 


in him all Chriſtian graces in their meaſure, hath none; and he that hath 
any one truly, hath all, He that is not ſanRiked in every part, is truly 
ſanRified in no party 1 Pef,1.15, 2 Pet.z2.11, Mat,y.48, 2 Tim 3.17, 2 Cor, 
7.1. And the leaſt lin allowedof, be it but a vaine thought, or one duty 
omitted , is enough to caſt thee into hell ; for the wages of ſin (any fin be 
it never (o little) i death, Rom.6.23. Jam.1.15. Yea admit thou hadſt never 
ated any theleaſt evill in all thy lite, it were not enough to ſave thee from 
hell, much leſle to bring thee ro heaven, for we need no more to condemn 
usgthen what we brought into the World with us, Genez.17, Pſal, 51.5, Rom, 
5.12, Whence the new boyn chi{d in the law was commanded to rfſer a ſin offer- 
Ing, Lev.1zs, 

3.S. Wherefore as you tender the good of your own ſoul,ſer upon the work 
preſentlybefore the DyYawbridge be taken mo—_—_ with Ioſeph tor the dearth 
to come3 With Noah,in the days of thine health,build the 4rk of a grod conſci- 
ence againſt the floods of fickneſſe. Imitate the Ant,who provides | meat in 
Summer forthe Winter following, Yea,do it whilſt the yearning bowels,the 
bleeding wounds,and compaſſtonare arms of Je(us Chriſt lie open to receive 
you, Whiles you have health,and /rfe and means,and trme to repent,and make 
your peace with God in Chriſt,as youtender I (ay the 90 Wot 3-0, gn 
&wel-fare of your almoſt loft and drowned forl,as you expe or hope for grace 
or Perey , for joy and comfort, for Heaven and ſalvationgfor endlefe bliſſe and 
glory ar the laſt, As you would eſcape the direful wrath of God, the bitter ſen - 
rence and doom of Cl yiſt, the never dying ſting, and worm of conſcience, the tor - 
m-nting and foul-ſcorching flames of bel ,and everlaſting ſeparation from Gods 
bliGſull preſence, abjare and utterly renounce all wiltull and affected evill; 
and in the rſt place this abominable kn of ſwearing and cw ſing. 

4.8. The which Grace if you would obtain, omit not to pray for the aft - 
ſtance of Gods (pirir, otherwiſe thy Rrengrth is (mallz yea, except God give 
thee repentancegand removes all impediments that may hinder,thou canſt no 
more twn thy (elf,chen thou couldit at firſt make t/y [e/f.We are not ſufficient 
of onr ſelves to thinke, much lefle to ſpeak, leaſt of all ro doe ought that 15 
good, 2 C0”. 3-5. Job. 15.4 5. We arcſwift to all evill, but ro any good im- 
moveable, Wheretore beg of God that he will give you a new heart,and when 
the heart is changed, all the members will follow after it, as the reſt of the 
crexures afrer the Sun when it ariſeth, Importune him for grace, that thou 
mayeſt krmly relolve, ſpeedily begin,and continually perlevere in doing and 
(1Foring bis holy will. Defire him to regeneraie thy heart, change and pu- 
rihic thy nature, lubdauc thy rea/on, reQihe thy Juidg an, reform and _ 
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they ſhame themſelves, in proclatming t heir wickedneſs to af that bear them, 1g 


then thy will, renew thy affeftions, and beat down in thee whatſoever ſtands 
in oppolitionto the _ of Jeſus Chriſt, Only this let me adde, Be ſure 
you wholly and only reſt on your Saviour Beſs Chriſt for (alyation, abhot- 
ring to attribute or aſcribe ought to doing: for ow very righteouſneſs ave 
as filthy rags, Eſa.64.6. And the ſole prrfettion of a Chriſtian, is the imputati- 
en of Chriſts righteouſheſſe,and the not impuration of his own unrighteouſneſs; 
a rule which we are very apt to [werve fromgither on the right or left band: 
wherefore if you would not erre,oblerve this golden mean,endeavor to live = 
if there were no Goſpel ,and ro dye as if there were no law, And now for cone 
cluſion, 1f thou receiveſt any power againſt this great evil, forget not-to be 
thankfull, and when God hath the fruit of his mercies, he will not ſpare to 
ſow much where he reaps much: and (o having, fer before you hfe and death 
I leave = to chooſe which of them you like beſt, Only think what account 
you ſhall give of that you have read 3 for if this warning prevail not, it is 
much to be feared the next will be that of The ſon of many Mar. $5.41- De- 
part from me, &rc. Poſt- ſcript, 
7” On that fear God, or haye any bowels of compaſſion towards the 
precious ſouls of thoſe poor ignorant men, women, and children 
AM. whom you hear to ſwear and curſe as Dogs batkz (that is not more 
of curſineſſe then out of cuſtome;) wiſh them to read theſe few pages,neither 
count it a$a _ indifferent which may either be done or diſpenſed with» 
all ; for beſides rhar, God hath commanded the duty of admonition, Heb. 
13. 2 Tim;2.15, and commended the prattiſe of it, Rev.1,2,6, and condemned 
the contrary, v.20, If you do not it, or the like, you hate your brother, Lev 
19,17, and make your ſelf guilty both of his fin and ruine, Ezek, "x 18. to 
22, For as none but 2 Cain will ſay, Am I my brothers Keeper? (© theſe could 
never continue their curſing and ſwear ing 2s they doe ? if they were but fo 
happy as to meet with timely and faithfull admonition, Nor can you love 
God and patiently hear theſe miſcreants blaſpheme his holy Name as they 
do, 3 Pete 27,8 Or manifeſt your ſelf his by adoption and regeneration 3 
for wel-born children are touched to the quick with the injuries of their 
Parents; and not to be moved in this caſe, ito confeſſe our (elves baftards 
Yea it is a baſe, vile, and unjuſt ingratitude in thoſe men, that can endure 
the diſgrace of them, under whoſe ſhelter they live, Which being ſo, make 
it a part of your charity, to give of them as you meet with occahon ; as that 
you ſhall hourly-do, even as you paſſe the ſtreets, if you but mind ir; And 
me thinks, none that are able ſhould ſpare to be ara farthing coſt, when that 
firthing, may poſſibly prove the ſaving of a Swearers ſou, And to that end 
any one may have what they pleaſe; giving {0 many farthings ro the poor. 
And alſo other Books of more —_— concernment, vpon the like rerms, 
repriring tothe Blow paler, 9167 againſt the higb ConſtiHlss5 ſhort if Shredinch 
Church, where there is 2 Giafle Lanthorre in the window. 
O48 Dovvn aA 
Imprimatuy Th 0. WAaTAar ly, 
A de this (rogether with the 4bNlrafts 'urb ar 
gi dnefſe an (Em: Landrum ark fits Ne, { tle Drurkards Charatler) to _ 
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SSEZDESSTEDSPEVESITERS 
T he Printer to the Reader. 


T being obſerved that many meeting with ſome of this 
I Authors Collections, do earneſtly enquire after the reſt : 
I think it not amiſle, to ſatisfie their defire,and ſave them fur- 
ther labour, by ſetting down the ſeverals 3 which are theſe, 


The Cauſe and Cure of Ignorance, Errour, 
Enmity, &c. 

The Cure of Miſpriſion; or Miſtake. 

The Vidtory of Patience. 

The Drunkards charafier,with an addition. 

TheCharafter or Touch-ſtone of a trueBeleever 

The Charatier of a formall Hypocrite, or Civill | 

uſticiarie. 
or of the kindes of Preaching. Palready printrd, 

Compleat Armor againſt evill Societie. 

Cordiall Counſell. 

Gods goodneſſe and Englands unthankfulneſſe , 
the ſecond Edition, that is divided into 
chapters and ſe&ions. 

The firſt part of the Paſtors Advocate. 

An Abſtrad of the Drunkgrds Charadter. J | 


The ſecond part of the Paſtors Advocate. 

The Arraignment and conviftion of covetous,cun« 
ning, and cruel Governors, Pclititians, 
Ofiicers, Judges, Lawyers,&c. with the \, to be printed, 
lovely and lively charafters of Fuſtice , 
Thankfulneſſe,Contentation, Frugality, Libe- | 
rality, &c. 

The Laymans Library,or the poor mans Paradiſe. J 


FINIS, 
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